
TOWN OF DAVIE
TOWN COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

TO: Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM/PHONE: Mark Kutney, AICP, Development Services Director/(954) 797-1101

SUBJECT: Ordinance 1st Reading/Quasi-judicial
ZB(TXT) 1-1-02, Town of Davie Cost Recovery Ordinance  

AFFECTED DISTRICT: Townwide

TITLE OF AGENDA ITEM:  AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF DAVIE, FLORIDA 
PROVIDING FOR COST RECOVERY TO REIMBURSE THE TOWN OF DAVIE FOR 
SPECIAL COSTS INCURRED BY THE TOWN IN THE PROCESSING OF APPLICATIONS 
FOR DEVELOPMENT PERMITS, CONTAINING PROVISIONS FOR COST RECOVERY 
ACCOUNTS; PROVIDING FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE COST RECOVERY 
PROGRAM; PROVIDING FOR A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR 
INCLUSION IN THE TOWN CODE; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

REPORT IN BRIEF:  Pursuant to Town Council direction the Town Attorney has prepared 
a cost recovery ordinance.  The purpose of the ordinance is to assure that developers are 
fairly assessed for the cost of providing special services necessary to issue development 
permits.  Furthermore, it authorizes staff to request special services, including the 
retaining of outside consultants, when reasonably necessary.  

The ordinance definition section establishes the “Cost Recovery Account”, and describes 
the services that staff is authorized to request that are in excess of those services normally 
required to review an application for a development permit.  The second section is about 
the recovery of costs of administrative review and processing.  It establishes a policy of 
charging a fee equal to the amount charged to the Town, and that the applicant provide a 
deposit for the services in advance.  Also indicated is when the applicant is required to 
make supplemental deposits and when refunds are to be issued.  

The ordinance also requires the maintenance of records of the time and costs involved in 
the provision of special services for a project and provides for a fee for administering the 
project account.  The amount of the deposit for different types of services is to be 
determined by Town Council by resolution, and may vary 10% based upon the judgment 
of staff without Town Council approval.  The ordinance allows applicants who contend 
the fees being charged pursuant to the cost recovery ordinance are excessive to appeal to 
Town Council.

Staff finds that the ordinance will be beneficial to both taxpayers and developers and 
recommends approval.

PREVIOUS ACTIONS:  None

CONCURRENCES:  At the January 23, 2002 Local Planning Agency meeting, Ms. Turin 
made a motion, seconded by Mr. Waitkus, to recommend approval of the ordinance with 
the following suggestions for Town Council’s review:  1) That there be some language 



included better defining that it would be optional for the applicant to either go through 
cost recovery or to provide the special services that were needed at their own expense if the 
applicant was able to provide the requested service by a licensed, qualified, certified 
provider.  2)  That any vague terms such as “fringe benefits” be better defined.  3)  That the 
10% provision in paragraph “g,” be reviewed for better guidelines.  4) That in paragraph 
“f,” the language regarding the “10% administrative fee” be reviewed for determination as 
to whether that was “actual” or “proposed” cost.  5)  That in Section 5, review the language 
a little bit to take effect to include that there needs to be an “RFP” procedure and fee 
schedule (Motion carried 3-1 with Ms. Moore being opposed and Vice-Chair Bender was 
absent).

FISCAL IMPACT: None

RECOMMENDATION(S):  Motion to approve

Attachment(s):  Ordinance














